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I love watching old black and white re-runs of the original TV police series, Dragnet. The most famous "catchphrase" from this
series is Detective Joe Friday's iconic line, "Just the facts, ma'am." But, here's your little-known-fact-of-the-day: he never
actually uttered this line! Since old myths die hard, we'll continue the parody as the theme behind today's cute little mini clutch,
because sometimes you need, "Just the necessities, ma'am." When you're running out the door, you need a little purse to hold
the essentials, like cards, cash, and a shopping list. You could even use one as a mini wallet to toss into a larger bag. And this
time of year, these quick and easy clutches make great gifts - especially when a gift card or a little cash is tucked inside.
Each of our mini clutch samples was made with two Fat Quarters from Malka Dubrawsky's gorgeous Simple Marks collection
for Moda Fabrics. A Fine Arts graduate, you can see Malka's deep sense of color and pattern expressed in this collection. Her
love of hand-dying, bleaching and other fiber arts is translated into rich colors, strong graphics and a beautifully natural
randomness to the lines and shapes.
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Our thanks to Moda Fabrics for sponsoring this month's series. We end our set of Simple Marks projects today, but have much
more coming up in Bonnie & Camille's Marmalade, Flirt by Sandy Gervais, Wee Wovens Brights, and BasicGrey's Kissing
Booth.

Sewing Tools You Need
Any Sewing Machine (we recommend the Janome New Home 2030 Decor Computer)

Fabric and Other Supplies
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Supplies listed below are for ONE mini clutch, which finishes at approximately 6" wide x 3¾" high.
TWO Fat Quarters - one print and one coordinating solid (if you choose not to use Fat Quarters, you'll need approximate
½ yard cuts from four coordinating fabrics from which, depending on the size of the print, you should be able to make
multiple mini clutches); we used the following four Fat Quarters from Simple Marks by Malka Dubrawsky for Moda
Fabrics
Pebble Fields for the exterior and pocket of clutch one
Pebble Hand Dyed Solid for the interior and divider of clutch one
Brick Red Pebbles for the exterior and pocket of clutch two
Brick Red Hand Dyed Solid for the interior and divider of clutch two
¼ yard of 45" wide medium-weight fusible interfacing; we used Pellon's Shir-Tailor®
Scrap or ⅛ yard of ½" - ⅝" sturdy twill tape
ONE elastic hair band
ONE ½" - ¾" button; we used a ½" faux wood button purchased locally
ONE 1" split ring(like the rings used for keys)
ONE 2" carabiner(optional)
All purpose thread to match fabrics
See-through ruler
Fabric pen or pencil
Iron and ironing board
Scissors or rotary cutter and mat
Tape measure
Seam gauge
Seam ripper
Straight pins
Hand sewing needle
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Getting Started
1. Download and print the On The Go Carrier Top and On The Go Carrier Bottom patterns.
IMPORTANT: Each pattern download consists of ONE 8½" x 11" sheet. You must print the PDF files at 100%. DO
NOT SCALE to fit the page.
2. Cut out each piece along the solid line and tape together at the points indicated by the arrows.
3. From the fabric for the exterior and pocket, cut the following:
Using the pattern, fussy cut one exterior panel
ONE 5" high x 4½" wide rectangle for the credit card pocket
4. From the fabric for the interior and divider, cut the following:
Using the pattern, fussy cut one interior panel
ONE 7" high x 6¾" wide rectangle for the divider
5. Cut one 3" length of twill tape.
6. TRIM ALONG THE DOTTED LINE ON THE PATTERN TO REDUCE ITS SIZE.
NOTE: If you want to preserve your patterns, print TWO of each. Keep one at full size and trim the other back for the
interfacing's pattern.
7. From the fusible interfacing, cut the following:
Using the trimmed pattern, cut TWO panels
ONE 2" x 3½" rectangle for the credit card pocket
ONE 3" x 5¾" rectangle for the divider

At Your Sewing Machine & Ironing Board
Fusing
1. Center a corresponding interfacing piece side to side and top to bottom on the wrong side of both the interior and exterior
pieces. You should have ½" of fabric showing all around. Following manufacturer's instructions, fuse the interfacing in
place.
2. Fold the pocket rectangle and the divider rectangle in half widthwise and press to set a center crease.
3. Unfold wrong side up so the crease line is visible. Place the top edge of the corresponding interfacing along the crease
line of each piece so it is centered side to side. Following manufacturer's instructions, fuse in place.
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Make and position the pocket
1. Place the fused pocket piece wrong side up on your work surface.
2. Fold in each long side ¼" and press well.

3. Fold in half, right sides together, and pin along the top raw edges only.

4. Using a ½" seam allowance, stitch along the top edge only.
5. Turn right side out through the open sides. Press flat. The folded edge (not the seamed edge) is the top of the pocket.
6. Place the interior panel right side up and flat on your work surface. The pocket should be centered on the panel,
approximately 1½" in from each side. The top of the pocket should be approximately 3" from top curved raw edge of the
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panel, which is about ¾" below the horizontal line where the flap will fold closed. Pin in place along both sides and
across the bottom.

7. Lengthen you stitch.
8. Edgestitch the pocket in place along both sides and across the bottom. This will close the open sides of the pocket used
for turning. Use a generous backstitch at the beginning and end of the seam, ie. at the pocket top. This is a stress point for
the pocket and it's smart to secure the seam well.

Place the elastic and key ring
1. Fold the lining panel in half lengthwise to find the exact center point of the top curve. Pinch a tiny fold at this point or mark
with a pin.
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2. Fold the elastic and place it at this center point. A hair band can move around quite a bit and is hard to pin.We found
holding it in place with a bit of painter's tape was a good solution.
3. Machine baste the band in place within the seam allowance, ie. slightly less than the ½" seam allowance you will use to
sew front to back.

4. Find the 3" length of twill tape and slip it through the key ring. Fold the tape together, matching the raw ends.
5. Position loop along the left side, just below the top edge of the pocket. This position is approximately 1" below the
horizontal line where the flap will fold closed. The raw edges of the tape and the fabric are flush and the loop is facing in
towards the middle of the panel. Machine baste in place within the seam allowance.
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Assemble front to back and attach button
1. Place the exterior panel right side together with the interior panel, sandwiching the pocket, hair band and key ring loop
between the two layers.
2. Pin in place all around, leaving an approximate 4-5" opening along one side for turning.
3. Using a ½" seam allowance, stitch around the entire piece, remembering to lock your seam at either side of the opening.
Pivot at both bottom corners and go slowing around the top to maintain a smooth curve.
4. Clip the corners at a diagonal, being careful not to cut into your seam.
5. Trim the seam back to ¼".
6. Clip the top curve, being careful to not clip through your stitching. For more information on curves, check out our tutorial
about Sewing Curves.
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7. Turn right side out through the opening. Use a long, blunt-end tool, like our fave - a chopstick, to square the corners.
8. Press well, turning in the raw edges of the opening so they are flush with the sewn seam.

9. Flip over the clutch panel to the exterior side. Position your button so it is centered side to side. The center of the button
itself should be approximately 3" up from the bottom straight edge of the clutch panel.
10. Hand stitch the button in place through all the layers and knot securely. If you are new this technique, we have a tutorial:
How To Sew On A Button.
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Divider
1. Find the fused divider panel. Fold it in half, right sides together. Pin along both sides.
2. Using a ½" seam allowance, stitch along both sides.

3. Clip corners and trim seams back to ¼". Turn right side out, gently poke out the corners and press flat.

Placing divider and final fold and seam
1. Flip over the clutch panel to the interior side.
2. Place the divider at the bottom of the panel. The divider should be positioned with the folded edge along the bottom and
the raw edges along the top.
3. Center the divider so it sits ⅛" up from the bottom edge of the panel and is centered side to side. Lightly pin in place.
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4. Fold up the bottom of the panel so what was the bottom edge now sits just below the horizontal line where the flap will
fold closed. The side edges should be flush. The raw edge of the divider is now hidden within what is now the bottom fold
of the mini clutch. It will secured in the final seam.
5. Pin the along both sides through all the layers.
6. Lengthen your stitch.
7. Edgestitch the folded clutch along both sides and across the bottom through ALL the layers, pivoting at the corners. As
you did with the pocket, use a generous backstitch at the beginning and end of the seam. You are going through quite a
few layers, so go slowly and use the handwheel if necessary.
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8. Fold the flap down into position, looping the elastic over the button. Press well.
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